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[bookmark: _GoBack]WRITING ASSIGNMENT
150 points

In this course, we have examined the role of government and society in expanding and/or limiting the civil rights of various groups. For this assignment, you are to choose one historically oppressed group and discuss how society and government interacted to impact the rights of that group. (Look back to Chapter 5 of your textbook for examples of groups that would fit the goals of this assignment.) Your paper should be a critical look at this interaction; it should not be a timeline of the rights movement.
Note: If you are in the Learning Community section (Triad D), you must choose a different group for this assignment than you are focusing on for your Integrated Assignment. (e.g., If your Integrated Assignment is looking at the experience of women, your Writing Assignment cannot be about women’s civil rights.)

In composing your 2 to 3 page paper, focus on the following questions:
1) When did the major rights movement for your chosen group occur? Was there a single event that set events in motion? (If so, make sure you identify it!)
2) What types of legislation restricted the rights of members of the group? Was legislation mainly in place at the state or the federal level?
3) How did members of the group mobilize for change? (For example, did interest groups pursue litigation? Did members stage protests? Provide specific examples.)
4) Did members of the group have support from other sections of society? From government leaders?
5) How did government respond to the group’s efforts to achieve greater equality?
6) What were the key successes and failures in the group’s efforts? Was there any backsliding?
7) In your assessment, what branch of government (the executive, legislative, or judicial) played the most important role in expanding the rights of this group?
8) Has the group now achieved equality? If yes, provide evidence. If no, what remains to be done?
A well-written assignment should address these questions in full (as appropriate for the group you are writing about), but you are writing a formal essay, so you should not have a series of short answers responding to each question one at a time. 

As this is a short paper, you should not attempt to catalogue the rights of a group from the colonial era to 2017. As mentioned above, you are looking at the major rights movement for a group. Limit yourself to the past 60 to 70 years. (Your timeframe may be shorter depending on the group that you choose, but you should not begin your examination prior to 1945.)

Format:
Not following formatting instructions will result in point deductions.
· At least two full pages and no more than three pages
· 12-pt., double-spaced Times New Roman font
· 1-inch margins on all sides
· Citations should be in APA format. (Use parenthetical citations for in-text citations and include a separate works cited page at the end of your assignment. Your works cited page does not count towards your page total. For help with APA citations, the Purdue OWL is a great online resource.) 
· You should have at least five academic sources other than your textbook. (Wikipedia does not count as an academic source.)
· Include first and last name, A-Number, class and section on first page. This information should be included in the document header and should not contribute to or detract from your minimum page requirement.

Submission:
· Your paper must be submitted to Blackboard by the due date
· Writing assignments will not be accepted via email
· Late assignments will not be accepted
· You have two opportunities to upload the correct document. The last document you upload will be graded.

Grading:
· Grading will be done on Blackboard using a rubric. Once grading is finished, you will be able to log into the gradebook and access both your total score and your rubric scores. (You will need to be on a computer rather than a mobile device to view the rubric. When you are in the gradebook, you will see an icon next to your grade, which allows you to open the rubric.)
· Make sure to thoroughly review the rubric before raising questions regarding your grade.
· 50 points of your final grade are based on your writing skills while the remaining 100 points are based on the critical content of your paper.

Due Dates:
· Triad D – due by 11:59 PM on Friday, November 17

TOPIC PROPOSAL/THESIS AND DESCRIPTION
20 points

To ensure that you are on the right path before turning in your final assignment, you will submit a brief proposal of your final writing assignment in advance. This proposal will identify the group you have chosen and the main argument you will be making in your paper (your thesis statement). Your thesis statement should provide an answer to the following question: How have society and government interacted to impact the rights of the group you have chosen? Keep in mind that thesis statements are specific arguments, not general statements. For help developing a thesis statement, review this document from the UNC Writing Center: https://writingcenter.unc.edu/files/2012/09/Thesis-Statements-The-Writing-Center.pdf. 

At this stage, your thesis statement is a work in progress. You are welcome to develop it further as you work on your writing assignment. (In other words, you are not committing yourself to any single argument with your thesis proposal.)

For your proposal, download the Word attachment. This serves as your template for the assignment. Make sure to fill in all relevant information. You will submit your personalized Word document for grading.

Submission:
· Your proposal must be submitted to Blackboard by the due date
· Proposals will not be accepted via email
· Late assignments will not be accepted
· You have two opportunities to upload the correct document. The last document you upload will be graded.

Grading:
· Grading will be done on Blackboard using a rubric. Once grading is finished, you will be able to log into the gradebook and access both your total score and your rubric scores. (You will need to be on a computer rather than a mobile device to view the rubric. When you are in the gradebook, you will see an icon next to your grade, which allows you to open the rubric.)
· Make sure to thoroughly review the rubric before raising questions regarding your grade.
· 5 points will be based on your identification of the group you will be writing about. The remaining 15 points will be based on the strength of your thesis statement.

Due Dates:
· Triad D – due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, October 8

